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Dec. 30: According to military sources cited by AFP, eight guerrillas and four soldiers died in two
armed clashes in northern Colombia. The first battle occurred near Turbo, Antioquia department,
when Popular Liberation Army (EPL) units attacked an army battalion. Six guerrillas and two
soldiers died in the six-hour gunbattle. Another battle occurred near Tibu, Norte de Santander
department, along the Venezuelan border. Troops raided a combined EPL and Colombian
Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) guerrilla camp. Two soldiers and two guerrillas died in the
fighting.
Jan. 6: In a news release national police headquarters in Bogota reported that presidential adviser,
Roberto Lozano Suarez, was shot three times as he waited in his car at the stoplight in Medellin on
Jan. 5. Two other men in the car were not hurt, police said. Lozano was shot in the head, the neck
and the chest, and died before he could be taken to a hospital four blocks away, the police said.
Lozano, 42, was a land reform adviser to President Virgilio Barco for the banana growing region of
Uraba in northwest Colombia.
The Uraba area has been the scene of violence throughout the past year as labor unions have
attempted to organize banana plantation workers. Rightist death squads have killed at least six
union organizers, and are believed responsible for numerous unexplained deaths of peasants/
agricultural workers in the Uraba area. According to police, rebels were responsible for the deaths
of mayor Carlos J. Torrado and three other persons late Saturday. Torrado was major of Abrego
municipality, Norte de Santander department. The rebels allegedly exploded a bomb beside the
road on which the four were driving.
Jan. 8: The body of Liberal Party mayor Ricardo Alfonso Castellar was found in the Cauca River,
Bolivar department. The mayor was kidnapped by unidentified assailants on Friday in Telchi
township during a meeting with local residents. Police blamed the National Liberation Army (ELN).
In communiques to news organizations, the ELN said they were not responsible for Castellar's death
which the rebels attributed to the mayor's political enemies.
Jan. 9: According to Antioquia state officials, in the Uraba region, seven people were killed and
three wounded when attackers fired on a house. Citing initial police reports, the officials indicated
the killings occurred Jan. 7 in Necocli, 300 miles northwest of Bogota. Jan. 10: According to police
sources, Mario Silgado Romero, a 60-year-old Liberal Party congressperson from Sucre department,
was abducted in the northwestern city of Sincelejo. About 15 armed men, reportedly belonging
to the ELP, were responsible. Jan. 11: Police sources cited by AP said the ELN kidnapped a cattle
rancher, Luis Mantilla, at his ranch near the town of Rio de Oro in northern Cesar department.
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In Medellin, unidentified armed men kidnapped a merchant, Mario Ospina, police said. It was not
known whether leftist guerrillas or common criminals were behind the Ospina abduction. Earlier
in the week, an official in the cattle growers' association, FEDEGAN, Luis Fernando Caicedo, was
kidnapped near Popayan, 223 miles southwest of Bogota. FEDEGAN released a communique stating
that 225 ranchers were being held by kidnappers. The communique said that 35 of the kidnappings
had occurred in November and December, and that 150 of the total are being held by guerrillas.
Death squads financed by drug traffickers have killed scores of rural residents suspected of
sympathizing with leftist guerrillas, who have tried to extort cattle ranchers in areas where
traffickers own property. The death squads also have killed about 740 members of the country's
biggest leftist political party, the Patriotic Union.
The Defense Ministry and national police headquarters reported that since Jan. 7, a nationwide
wave of violence in areas contested by rightwing death squads and leftist guerrillas has claimed 39
lives. The dead included 18 guerrillas and four soldiers slain in a battle in the northern department
of Cesar. The dead also included seven peasants who were apparently massacred by a rightist death
squad in northern Colombia.
Jan. 16: According to a police report, an estimated 200 members of FARC and the ELP attacked a
police post and an agricultural credit bank in Mutata municipality, Antioquia department. Four
policemen were killed, six wounded and nine kidnapped. Jan. 19: Colombia's main oil pipeline was
attacked and damaged ELN guerrillas, resulting in the loss of an estimated 5,000 barrels of oil. (Basic
data from AP, 01/09/90, 01/11/90; Xinhua, 01/09/90, 01/17/90; Radio Netherlands, 01/19/90; AFP,
12/30/89, 01/06/90)
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